SKETLH PF THE .
EARLY HISTORY OF INDIANA COUNTY,

PENNSYEVANIA.

INDIANA, A western county was created by Act of Assembly of 1803, out of parts of Westmoreland and Lycoming countivs. That part south of the punbas line wae tukeon from Wostmor-land County, and thet north of

Pt e e woas tken from |yoommg County . Indiana county was by the mame \et annexed to Westmoreinnd ( ounty, for judicul porpuoscs, and the Conrie of Woctupmelam! wore to devy and cudleet the tases. [ndians County is

crneded i the Nl Dy Jdeflermon C onnty, on the Fast by Cloarfhehl and ¢ ambria . on the South by Westmoreland, and on the Went hy Armatrone, 10 les letween 00 o 210 man” and 10 dogg, sl 9 man. porth letituds © and | dew. anl 9

\ wiad 8o vt L mn. woest Jonsitade, fromw Washington eity.  The Conemangh River reallhd Kiskimtnitas from it junction with Lovalhanns Coe ko fows abong the - ntos southern tettnlniy of the county, from Fast to West.  The

Woet b boof the Susquehanna Biver tonchies the County on the northeast. Some of the spars of the Allogheny Mountams run inte the county «n the w heant.  Lasared L be on the rast.  Clestnnt Rulge enters on the south aml runs

' tert by et ion, stout haf the b hof the county. The dividing ridge, or water shed. in the northeastern part of the county, divides the wats € the Susgus hanna that flow into the ( hesapeake from the stfontne etnpty ing
" - '

Bay
woll waterd Ly numerouns simall strvams and erevke  the largest of them

o the tome s sugh and Allexheny Bivors foving mathwand into the Gulf of Mexioo.  The kowest port of thin water ahed in 1300 foet alove tede . The
Bk Dok, Yollow Creek, Two Lick and Black Legs. conpt ying into the Convmangh, Crooked Croek, Plum Creek, Little Mahouing and Cana, tato the Allewhes e mnd Cush-t ush into the Susjuchasnns.  Thow streams Sowing into the
Comenaneh have o fall of from twenty to thirty fevt to the mile . thos: fewing into the Allegheny trom ten 1o ffeen feet 1o the mile, and those imto the Su hanne frean thirty-five e forty fect to the mile. Inundations are very rare.
' ' ' it charseter of the surfa. ¢, there is bat very litthe marsh lnid.  The western division of the Pennsy lvania Canal onee passion thorouch the Concmmugh Valiey = now die 1. The it of lockage wus about 0 feet,
winty e 570 square mitles, the averas -« altitade of the county is 1300 fort alove tide,  The surfuce is rolling, cat to small valleys and hills by the nime s small streams.  The pnmr-l eminenoes sre ealbed “round tope”
which e from e 1o S0 fee! alete the genersl surface of the county. “Iaoty's round top” on the line of Grant snd Canor Townships = sl to be the Righe=t peunt in the county.  “Oukes Puint™ highost peak of (hestaot Ridee is | 200
vt swbeas the Conemangh Biver at ite base.  In ahowut one quarter of the county, (the eastern part) the timber is prineipally white pine, sproce amnl hetubek.  The talanee of the conunty s oov eved with white onk, black onk, chewtnut cnk, gl
vak. poplir. chestnut, hiekory, sugar maple, walnut, cherry, locust, cucumber, de. The principal Minersls are latuminous coal, salt, iron on: and limestone  The <l in the vastern part of the county ie loam and sand an far as Che .Ir
fimtet oxtoieda, I the bmlance of the county the sl is lonm and slate, with clayey admixture in spots.  The subesoil = clay and slate. The subjeont ook in the low Lael s 8 peculinr hard blue micscvons sandstone.  [n the higher tabile
Lanids 1t i« varigated Mue and red.  In the Concmangh valley there are several --“ wells from which are manufactunsd & very good quality of solt. Severnl springs in the coun'y are thought to pomess mosdieal qualitien. The water uwed
tor domest i purposes in the townes and villages is obtained from wells, st the depth of (rom fifteen to thirty foet. Then are a few wells in Indiane Loned to the ¢ th of 200 feet.  About Sve-sizths of the county in ars Inrwl, & lnrgy progortion
i e meot faehiy fertibe, producing grass, Indien corn, and all the convals.  The water privieges are extensive. and the ciimate s healthful.  The L-_;ynl..vn-n of the county in INT0 was 36,128, the entire valuation was $4 282,582, Nearly thive-
tourths of the populstion are descvndants of castern Pronsylvanians, with some familios n New Jermey.  The balaner are Nevteh, Irish, German, Welsh, snd their desvendants.  Their chie! porsuits are agneniture and .
Iisliana ¢ canty contetns twenty -four Townships and twelve wighe.  The boreugbs are Indiana aml Wost Indiana, Bisirsyilie, Matisburg, A rmaugh, Manon, Sheloota, Jauckmmv e, { herrytree. Mo Lanksburg, Smieksburg and Taylorsville.
{ Indiana County was argamized for )Mhﬁwgr‘n—- by Act of Amsembly of 1806, and was declarnd a part of the Tenth Judicial Tristrict uf the ®ate, then companed of The counties of Somerset, Cambros, Tndinna, .\'-ln::.:-l Wont megrdumed .
} At pres it the Tenth Judicial Thstrict includes Indiann, Westmorcland and Armstrong.  The first court was held on the sevond Monday of December, 196, in the upper story of the house of Peter Sutton, now devveased, h stow) vu the site
- now oo upaed by the barge brick store of Sutton, Wilson & Ceo., before the Hom. John ¥ oung, President, and (Charles ¢ one of the aswctate Judgrs of the county. James Mot Tan was Prothonotary and Thomes W. MeCart Nheriff
At this court siX attorneys were sworn in:  George Armstrong, John B, Aletander, Ramuel 8. Harrison, James M. be, Mutnuel Mamey and Sameel Gethrie. Judge Young continmed m office for thirty yours, amd he re on
sevunt of the mthimities of agv. He was a native of Seotland, was tall and of a commanding and dignificd appearanes, wore « cue and powderol, He was o faet o indved entleagen of that olden fashion. After the reagnation of
Judiv Young, Hon. Thomas White of this plare was appointed to supply his place, which office he § for the period preserilesd by the comstitution of the state. . Jereminh Burrell of Groonsburch the next in onder, resiguned has
comimission after a few vears and took -:‘)nd'u-hl' from the Genersl Government in one of the wostern termitories.  The next President Judge was the Hon. John C Knox, he was afterwards one of the Juduws of the s court. Judge
Vuington. the first clected Judge served ten years. was re-clected and served about five years b . The present meumbent, Jas, A. Logan, was appointed May doth, 1871 On the organuotion of the o unty Jas. Melain was appointed
by Govenor MeKeun to the office of Prothauotary, clerk of the Bessions and Orphans court, ey and Recorder, Om--o-m. dated at Laneaster, October 2, 190, Thames MeCartney wus the fimst shert of the county. The
firet Jury trial was in the Commeon Pleas, (oach juror reccived §2 00 for his services during the term.) at June term 1806,

first entries apon the Commimioners bonks, of moneys pakd are §230 40, November 10, 183, to Thomas
A Michact Campbell and Joseph Mo ar ney, as C P for ing the boundary lines, and ascertain the venter of the c.unty. Deevmber 2ist, same year, Nuthan Johnston received $1 50 for bis servioos. as clerk at the
4 vlecton in W theld Township. The first acknowlodgemnment of n deed entered in of Thomas Mot artney, Eag., wh Sheriff of Indiuna Count y, appears! m open Cour. June 13, 1808, acknow 1 his deed to Joseph Wigley, Eug., of Greensburny,
1 for a cvrtain ot of ground situated in the Town of Indinna. The fiest deed entersd on the reconds is from Dr. Benjamin Say, of Philadelphia, to Michael Kenney for o traet of band, enst « “Perry's (amp ™ contuining 217 scroa .-11“
g Jannary 7. 1807, The first will reconded 1 that of William Lo , proved 10th March, 1807, @ The first ment setthanent within the proscat limits of the county were about the yenr 1770 and 1771, Fergus Moorhend from Frankiin
B conntry. Pennsylvania, came into this in 1770, and selectod the spot where Indinna Borough now as n home for bis tamily. MHe returned to Franklin Connty, and i 1872, roiurned with his wife and thrve child and P d
K Ty his two brot . Bamuel nnd Joseph. brought with them (over this rough country) a and three horwes, severn] cows, a few sheep and hogs: on armnying bere and after exploring the country about, they flnally determined to
v locute on a tract of land about two and a hall miles west of this, now d J R wh and David Garman; bere they crected & comfurtable cabin and then Samuel snd Josph returned to Frankbn County. leaving Feegus and
hin family 1o care for themselives. Morrhead was prosperous ustil in July 1776 when on his returs from Kittanuing he was tuken by the Indians, whe finady sold him to the British at Quelee. After mune cleven monthes, he wis
{ exvhameed and sent to New York, from which nt he travelled on foot 1o his bome in Franklin county, where be met/his family. In 1351 he and his family returned to ther former home in Indians County. Om arriving heve t found
F some urtiches which M. Moorhesd had in the ground before her flight, but the animals had been driven awasy, s theiy enbin bad been burndd the Indinnse. James Kelly cume mto the county in I!.‘. and luented on the lnand pow
5 ow nesd by n..hl'-.m-r—-. ::u.'bnr Township. When he loarned that Moorhead had twen taken uway by the Indians, he, with his family, fled to Fran n County, and there «d as & private in the rogular service. Kelly roturned to the
d county after t war im | N
Momes ¢ hambers an old man-of-war's-man was one of the first settlers in this region. Conrad Rice, 8 blacksmith, from L v County whmvtﬁ&wyﬂhn'd-,nihhmmhl.I',(‘nm.hlh-:-‘
of 1793, lmnn.lbe—--uhr«m-d.nlh.:!b}ulwt.-dehnd-‘r\-l. A blacksmith shop was early crected by him, which the sett eame 10 patronise . l-:uww—muw. 1 om
4 Nony tan, White Township, near where Lewis Umbura now regides. But hefore the mill was built the ‘were driven out by the Indians. However they returned in the fall and '» il wus completed. This was the first mill in
i@ Indians ¢ ounty. It wes destroged soon sfter it was Luilt. Some years later A. Dickeon built & saw mill on the sume site, (ﬁ-ﬂn-”lb&mﬁ'—hﬂl-h enre after Moorhead's and afforded great advantages to the
settlers. A null owned by Robert *yhle of Burrell Township orcupies the same wite. In 1758 Andrew Allison and James Wilkine on the bank of the Two Lick. Alison on site of an old Indian village, opposite the present village
of Homer. Wilkins and tamily a short distance above. 1n the yeur 179 Allison’s father came and took ob of his and Andrew ruted farther into the forest and opened the farm about three miles cast of the bovouyh
of Indiana, owned by A Nichol. UGawin Adams at thhhmh—*‘u“-—lb”-‘“'ﬁﬂ.A. Lain. About the yoear 1792 Allison and hm*‘bﬂr&hlkwm. In 179 said Allssan
prurchased an mmprovement made in 1772 by one Joseph Hopkins, three miles sout dl*nh—..h.r'w-‘ by James 8 Allison. At this time I-a--&h-u‘:u-.— the Allegheny river, There was an lodian
villagr:, sbout ene mile below Saltsburg, on the right bank of the Kiskiminitas. In 1776 when the blast of ar swept over the land, the Indians became Lantile. wetther down lis ax and took wp his rifle 28 o soldier
John Thompeon was one of the very few who remained. He erveted a block house in -w--m:mm-um‘:.nx Thompeon ;: we -b&-h—-lduuhvﬂ-i -J.th—'uhmmfn“a
Mourehead fort on L. Gormun's farm, White Township. There are e idences of what was onee an fort om Isane S¢. ( farm M-:Im.:\ after Wayne's Tresty 1795 were ol About t
time the former scttiers returned and others with them and the connty grew rapidly in A» lnte as 1900 the nearest trading town was "—-m:-t-'y. zvﬂw-tgwm-um
situated on the right bank of the Concinaugh, about one half mile below the mouth of Lick creek. Here it appenrs were the first stores, two taverns, a tannery sod w,.mm;-“ wnd u saw mill, coffee
* wold here at 40 and 30 cents pound. lrom at § te 12 cts per pound. Salt ut §5.00 bushel and very wet at that, N“‘.ﬁ-&h&.‘u-”ﬂduﬁp—t. Okl atiirm that this curly rising town was
in & state of dissalution decany more than sixty ngo. rﬂw.m&--bm«n.ﬂ:&*dhw“ now this lust vestige has disapp 4 and the of which it was sonstructed have
wen usmsd for a femer. Armaugh wus the second vi in the coumty. Inmiaxf~ M-ﬂdlﬂhlm.-lﬂl—nl"dmmwhm situnted near the centre of the County on an elevatod picee
of ground abeut 1320 feet sbove tide, with a population of about in THIO. Rb%ﬂuﬂ*—dhuuh—-hhw. The town was luid out in 185 on & tract of 250 scren, granted for p
purpose by George Clymer. lu--wuo 1816,  Its name s that of ¢ c-uumwu-—nw. lthzu“mmm%mmuw.gr ¢
enst from Pittsborgh. The Indiana and branch Kail Bond the 3 miles east of o this & distanee of 19 miles was l-lbm “an. mu:m- of b L
sume year. The fivst house built within the present limits of _the was 8 U-hiylo.y-r-k the contre of street brtween fourth finth, W curhend was the and ;h". i
firet frmale child borm in the borough. mml-ﬂmmhﬂ house, Sumuel Youny the flest store. first school was hept in & house which stood on the MeLinh kot on south srvet.
firet of & public nature » jodl, the of Thomes . It was about feet squave built of shell bark hickory wplit in two Conrad Rice an aged cittzen of this tows to haul the
logs and put the building up. 'ICIu'-h-“dhlﬂ- was a rmm whe to this as » lund of the l\-m‘ﬂ not like this confinemn- nt and dug out snder the juil and left in
3 -undh'ﬂ..hmm. The next public building was the old stone ‘was built on the *d:lh-‘b « It was in Jobm was the :“-—-.—.u‘.
lower story feet and the upper cight.  The court beld its in the
were held m it for the townships. It was for sometime .
in 1870, at cost of §150.008, mnﬂuuhl.‘.h |
A-w—‘ -ne d soon after l&-rhld
Wt u.-u..-‘u?inuagn-u—,dn 5 woil s o
sandy loam, and well to farming. Vi i “Shelocta,”
situated on Crooked . &dhh—dhmuﬂo“:
of the Among the carly settlers were lsrnel Thomas, James
Creght, Jms..winy‘ and William - lh-ﬂ-Po'-h -c:l in Arm-
about the year 1789, Benjumin wetthed 788, on furm now
. occupscd by his heirs, about the first in the Shelocta hae o popule-
4 uon of 113
BANKS,  Banks was formed from Canee in 1868, and in 1870 had &
1 lation of 747 .ri production s —h--a“-n-:'é
found in all purts of the ‘lh—.-d.'unblm:
;u-l»-q . .:‘-:—ur trapsportation for the
umber. “ value about one mile and
half porthwest of m—‘:h‘ divides
bkl e :-:'-\.u.'l‘h and u&i‘- Gulf of '
the C =.
Proune T e b o ey
BLACK LICK .—Hack Lick was formed A=~
ship m March, 1807, Am‘ then being two
ships in the county. Biack = mow in o Sourishi The
cipal uctions are Wheat, Corn. Conl and ‘.—
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